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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FEBRUARY 16, 2015 
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Communications Director
(612) 655-8102
COMMUNITY LEADER CHARLIE SOAP ANNOUNCES CANDIDACY FOR CHEROKEE NATION PRINCIPAL CHIEF
STILWELL, OK — Charlie Soap, a lifelong resident of the Cherokee Nation and committed community developer and leader, will announce his candidacy for Principal Chief this weekend.

“Alongside my late wife Wilma Mankiller, I had the honor of visiting communities across our great Cherokee Nation, listening to the hopes and dreams of the people, and working side by side with them to make their dreams a reality. I want to continue that work as your next Principal Chief,” Soap said. “I want our Nation to be strong, with good leadership. I want our Nation to be recognized as a front-runner in this country in education, jobs, providing quality care for our Cherokee people, taking care of our elders, preparing our youth as leaders for their future and the future of the Cherokee Nation.”

Soap is announcing his candidacy Saturday, Feb. 21, in his hometown of Stilwell, OK, and in Tahlequah, the capital of the Cherokee Nation.
Soap was Principal Chief Wilma Mankiller’s husband and community development partner for more than 30 years, and a leader in the Bell Waterline Project that inspired the recently released, award-winning film, “The Cherokee Word for Water,” which Soap produced and directed.
Soap, a full-blood bilingual Cherokee, has a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Northeastern State University. He served in the U.S. Navy from 1965-1969 and was honorably discharged. Soap has dedicated virtually his entire career to strengthening the many Cherokee communities. He served as the community service group leader for the Cherokee Nation, overseeing a $100 million budget dedicated to public transit services, roads, bridges and infrastructure projects, environmental health services, self-help housing assistance, youth programs and natural disaster relief. 
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SOAP ANNOUNCES CANDIDACY FOR PRINCIPAL CHIEF, cont. 
Due to his accomplishments and innovative approaches to community development in rural communities, Soap has received numerous awards, including the Common Cause Public Service Achievement Award, and two National Certificates of Merit from the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
Soap also worked with business, education and political leaders to establish the Boys and Girls Club of Tahlequah and served as its founding Director. Under Soap’s leadership, the Club operated a comprehensive summer enrichment program and, working with Tahlequah Public Schools, helped to develop the first after-school programs in the school system. The collaboration between the Boys and Girls Club and the Tahlequah Public Schools has served as a national model.

Soap served as Director of the Cherokee Nation Community Development Department and as the Oklahoma Area Director of the Christian Children’s Fund. 
“I want the Cherokee People to be proud of their Nation, culture, language and heritage,” Soap said. “I want each of us to have a strong feeling of ownership and not feel alienated from our own tribe. That’s why I’m asking for your vote on June 27. Together we can build an even stronger Cherokee Nation. Wado.”
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High-resolution photos of Charlie Soap are available for download at http://bit.ly/VoteSoap
Follow Charlie’s campaign at https://www.facebook.com/Charlie4CN
Charlie Soap Announcement Events Saturday, Feb. 21
· Stilwell 


Stilwell Nutrition Center

320 North 6th Street, Stilwell, OK 74960
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

· Tahlequah

Tahlequah Armory Municipal Center

100 North Water Avenue, Tahlequah, OK 74464
5 to 7 p.m.

