
CALLING ALL POETS, 
SPOKEN WORD ARTISTS, 

EMCEES & WRITERS

TO REPRESENT THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA AS THE FIRST EVER 
OKLAHOMA YOUTH POET LAUREATE 

WIN A CHANCE
WIN A BOOK DEAL 
TO PUBLISH YOUR FIRST BOOK, 
PERFORM & TOUR THE STATE
The Oklahoma Youth Poet Laureate Program 
aims to identify youth writers and leaders who are 
committed to civic and community engagement, 
poetry and performance, human relations, 
diversity and education across Oklahoma. 

The 12 Finalists will perform and be honored at the Oklahoma Youth Poet Laureate 
Commencement Performance on Saturday, November 15, 2014 at 2pm at:
The University of Oklahoma   OCCE Forum Building – Conference Room A

1704 Asp Ave. Norman, OK 73072    Free Admission. 



The Oklahoma Youth Poet Laureate is a joint program of Urban Word NYC and the Oklahoma Literary Arts Alliance 
(OLAA) with support from the Tulsa City-County Library, Penmanship Books and the Academy of American Poets. 
The Oklahoma Youth Poet Laureate Program aims to identify young writers and leaders who are committed to civic 
& community engagement, poetry & performance, human relations, diversity and education across Oklahoma. 
 
During the months of August, September and October of 2014, the Oklahoma Literary Arts Alliance will accept 
submissions from young poets, rappers, leaders and activists ages 14-19 from across Oklahoma who are interested 
in representing Oklahoma as the inaugural Oklahoma Youth Poet Laureate. A group of esteemed judges will choose 
12 Finalists, all given the distinction of Oklahoma Youth Poet Ambassador, and we will select one teen to be honored 
with the title of OK Youth Poet Laureate at Oklahoma Youth Poet Laureate Commencement Performance on Saturday, 
November 15th @ 2pm @ The University of Oklahoma, OCCE Forum Building – Conference Room A 
(1704 Asp Ave. in Norman, OK 73072)

Along with winning the prestigious title of Oklahoma Youth Poet Laureate, the winning poet will also win a book 
deal from Penmanship Books to publish their first collection of poems, as well as a library tour. The Ok Youth Poet 
Laureate and Ok Poet Ambassadors will have numerous opportunities and platforms to share their powerful voices, 
their leadership, and love of Oklahoma at numerous events across the state. Urban Word and our other partners 

recognize that youth voice and community engagement are vital for empowering young people to effect 
positive changes in their communities and beyond. Local and national partners include the Tulsa 

City-County Library System, Pioneer Library System, The University of Oklahoma’s Department 
of Human Relations, Tulsa Community College, Penmanship Books and the Academy of 
American Poets.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

CONTEST RULES/HOW to APPLY
2014 – 2015 Oklahoma Inaugural Theme:  EDUCATION and YOUTH LEADERSHIP
1: Applicants must be current residents of Oklahoma, and between the ages of 14-19 years old. 

2: Starting August 1st 2014, please submit 5 original poems / raps / performances 
(and / or YouTube Links to your poems, though videos aren't required.) 

3: Submit at least one poem that speaks to the theme of "Education and Youth Leadership" 
in Oklahoma. 

4: Include a RESUME that has your name, address, phone # and email, AS WELL AS 
detailing all of your accomplishments, community service, after school programs, 
volunteer experiences and awards. If you prefer the online form for this, please visit 
http://www.olaa.org/ok-youth-poet-laureate.html to access the online application. 

5: ONCE you are ready, you can submit your documents via email to POET@OLAA.ORG or 
online at http://www.olaa.org/ok-youth-poet-laureate.html. Your entire application is 
due October 20th. The 2014 Oklahoma Youth Poet Laureate will win a book deal from 
Penmanship Books, conduct a reading tour and make special appearances throughout 
Oklahoma for one (1) year. 



Note: This RESUME Template is to help you in the process, however, if you want to use your own, feel free to email that 
(+ your 5 poems or YouTube links) to POET@OLAA.ORG. This resume is an opportunity to share Everything you have 
done, so put it all in there, feel free to BRAG about yourself and your accomplishments!

Please submit all materials by Monday October 20th, 2014 
Submission materials can be EMAILED, uploaded to our website, or MAILED to: 

OK State Youth Poet Laureate  C/O Oklahoma Literary Arts Alliance (OLAA)
P.O. Box 96 Tulsa, OK 74101

Please write CLEARLY or Type All Information

NAME: ________________________________   AGE: ___________________________________
SCHOOL: ______________________________   EMAIL:  __________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________
PHONE:________________________________________________________________________

AWARDS/ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEER/COMMUNITY SERVICE:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

CLUBS/SPORTS/AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES/EXTRA CURRICULA ACTIVITIES
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

ANYTHING ELSE?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

APPLICATION

PLEASE EMAIL this form (or use your own Resume/CV) as an ATTACHMENT +5 poems 
and/or YouTube links to POET@OLAA.ORG, or to fill this out ONLINE go to 

http://www.olaa.org/ok-youth-poet-laureate.html

GoodLuck!



Nathan Brown, OKLAHOMA STATE POET LAUREATE, 2013-2014
Nathan Brown is a distinguished speaker, musician, photographer, songwriter, and award-winning poet. He is author of 
eight books, most recently Karma Crisis: New and Selected Poems (2012) and editor of Oklahoma Poems and Their Poets 
(2014). His book, Two Tables Over, won the prestigious 2009 Oklahoma Book Award for Poetry given by Oklahoma Center 
for the Book. Traveling extensively, Nathan shares his love of poetry and music with audiences of all ages. He facilitates 
poetry workshops for all skill levels in high schools, museums, arts councils, universities, and senior education programs. 
Nathan seeks to make poetry more accessible to people who do not easily connect with this sometimes perplexing art form. 
His ability to engage diverse audiences, along with his passion, knowledge, and talent, makes him an ideal ambassador for 
poetry throughout the state.

Benjamin Myers’ most recent book is Lapse Americana (New York Quarterly Books, 2013). He won the Oklahoma Book 
Award for Poetry for his first book, Elegy for Trains (Village Books Press, 2010). His poems have appeared in The Yale 
Review, The New York Quarterly, Measure, 32 Poems, Poetry Northwest, Salamander, Nimrod, The Christian Century, and 
many other journals. His poem, “Spook House,” was recently featured on the popular Verse Daily website. Myers has also 
written about poetry and poetics for publications including World Literature Today and Books and Culture. He is a frequent 
and sought-after reader at many festivals and conferences and was recently awarded a Tennessee Williams Scholarship 
from the Sewanee Writers’ Conference. With a Ph.D. from Washington University in St. Louis, Myers teaches at Oklahoma 
Baptist University, where he is the Crouch-Mathis Associate Professor of English.

Claire Collins began her journey with poetry in 2003 when she won her first poetry slam in Bellingham, WA. Since then, 
she has adapted an evolving career as a poet who teaches, performs, and serves the community. In addition, Claire is the 
artistic director for the community orientated, educational organization, Louder Than a Bomb in Oklahoma. Her words inspire 
freedom and personal strength; you can expect each poem she has composed to be laced with a exuberant purpose and raw 
authenticity. Her stewardship includes a passion for prison reform in America, female equality, and social justice in an educa-
tional setting. Claire considers her role as a poet to be driven with the intention to wage the war on willful ignorance.

Dr. Melanie Bratcher Ph.D is a published author, writer, arts advocate, public speaker, choreographer, singer and 
cultural consultant. Her research focuses on Africana Aesthetics – philosophy of art – with a specialization in Africana 
performance. Having coined the term “Sound Motion,” she applies Africana Philosophy to the study, explanation, descrip-
tion, and evaluation of Africana artistic process and production. A highly sought after presenter on arts contexts and 
outcomes, Dr. Bratcher publishes qualitative research on the effect and affect of arts in various communities. An Associate 
Professor at the University of Oklahoma, Dr. Bratcher received her Ph.D. in African & African American Studies from 
Temple University in 2005. She has been teaching children of all ages and at the collegiate level for fifteen years.

Deborah J. Hunter is a poet, spoken word performance artist, actor, teaching artist, and workshop facilitator. Her 
poetry has appeared in numerous literary journals and anthologies. She was presented with the Jingle Feldman Artist 
Award in 2000 and was a 2013 Oklahoma Poet Laureate nominee. Her one-woman spoken word performance pieces, 
Amazons, Gypsies and Wandering Minstrels, and Bayou Stories, in which she portrays multiple characters, have won her 
audience and critical acclaim. Hunter is a state-wide community activist who advocates for the homeless and those with 
mental illnesses. She is a contributor to the academic series, Violence and Abuse in Society: Understanding a Global Crisis, 
with her chapter, “The Homeless Population: Perpetrators or Victims?” Deborah supports poets and spoken word artists 
from diverse backgrounds and age groups and has been actively involved in the Arts for more than twenty years.

Eilis O’Neal  is the author of the young adult fantasy novel The False Princess, which was honored as a YALSA Best Book 
for Young Adults, as well as an ABC New Voices selection, an ABC Best Book for Children selection, and a Georgia Peach 
Tree Book Award finalist. Her short fiction has appeared in Realms of Fantasy, Strange Horizons,Fantasy Magazine, Lady 
Churchill’s Rosebud Wristlet, and other magazines. She recently became the Editor-in-Chief of Nimrod International 
Journal, after serving as Managing Editor for many years.Nimrod is The University of Tulsa's literary magazine, and its 
mission is the discovery of new writers. Eilis lives and works in Tulsa. 

ESTEEMED JUDGES

For more information or to support this work visit www.OLAA.org

OLAA & URBAN WORD 
would like to thank our partners:


