
GALS: Give your favorite guy some-

thing he REALLY wants. Something 

from one of our local hardware stores.  

They have everything—nuts, bolts, 

nails, paints, tools, lawn mowers, trim-

mers—you name it—they’ve got it. 

You’re sure to find something to 

please your man. 

 

Several restaurants will be offering 

Valentine dinner specials. There just 

couldn’t be a better way to celebrate 

Valentine’s day as a couple than to sit 

down to a nice steak dinner with a 

glass of wine, followed by a great des-

sert.  

 

Don’t forget to buy your sweetheart a 

Valentine card. Many of the merchants 

on Main Street have beautiful Valen-

tine’s Day cards with appropriate sen-

timents. Some are even three feet tall! 

 

So why drive out of town to do your 

Valentine shopping when you can get 

all right here in Collinsville! 

 

Happy Valentine Shopping on   

Main Street! 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Valentine’s Day is one of those important 

days that you surely don’t want to forget. 

It’s a special time to remember those you 

love—your wife or girlfriend, husband or 

boyfriend, children and grandchildren.  You 

cannot walk into a store that you don’t see 

a huge display of chocolate candy and/or 

flowers.  Have you ever thought about 

doing something different besides the same 

‘ole candy and flowers? 

 

Our Main Street merchants have many 

things to offer that will make wonderful 

Valentine gifts for your Sweetheart.  

 

Visit one of our local photographers and 

have a photograph made with a Valentine 

backdrop. 

 

Take your Sweetheart to the Opry and 

then to a local restaurant for sweet treats 

afterwards. 

 

GUYS: Take your sweetheart to one of 

the wonderful boutiques on Main Street 

and let her pick out something special.  

Several of the restaurants will be offering 

sweet treats to take home to that special 

person. OR how about a gift of a make-

over? You know! New hair style—

pedicure—manicure! 

Find Something Wonderful for the One 

You LOVE on Main Street 
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Spring is around the corner! 

C O L L I N S V I L L E  D O W N T O W N ,  I N C .  

This is the time of year when we all get a little cabin fever, especially all of us home and community gardeners. We 
have all had enough of winter by the end of February. This is the time of year when we can start getting ready for our 
upcoming growing season. We can get in some pruning and fertilizing. We can make sure our tools are cleaned and 
sterilized and pull out our vegetable planting guide and determine what food we want to grow this year. I personally 
start as early as I can on cool season crops just because I need to get my hands in the dirt by this time of year! I also 
like to find a variety of crops that are new to me each year to see how well they do in our Oklahoma environments. It 
keeps me looking forward to the upcoming growing season and warmer, sunnier weather, so I start my seeds indoors. 
I have learned timing is everything. You want your seedlings to be ready on planting day, which means paying atten-
tion to the calendar. For Spring planting, determine your last frost date and work backwards. Start warm weather 
crops tomatoes and peppers roughly 6-8 weeks before that date. For instance, if you can plant out on May 1, you can 
start your tomatoes indoors on about March 15. No sense in rushing—I’ve seen people start warm season crops far 
too early. 

If you just have to grow something, and I understand this, start a cool season crop like broccoli, cauliflower, spinach 
and lettuce. These can be planted outside 2-3 weeks before the last frost (and even earlier with row covers), so you 
can start them earlier indoors 10-12 weeks before the last frost. Example: If your last frost date is May 1, you can start 
your Spring broccoli in late February—early March. 

Here is a link to the OSU Extension website for access to a great Oklahoma planning guide and calendar:                
http://osufacts.okstate.edu (Fact Sheet HLA 6004). 

If anyone interested in growing at the Victory Community Garden this upcoming season, please contact Maureen 
Wright at 918-636-2656.  Let’s get started! 

 

       Written by Maureen Wright, GrowMos,LLC, Collinsville Victory Community Garden Administrator, Master Gardener                                                                                                                                                                        
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Be the first 
among your 
peers to be-
come a mem-
ber of Col-
linsville 
Downtown, 
Inc. and 
watch us 
grow! 

    FRIENDS OF MAIN STREET  

    PLEDGE CARD 

        COLLINSVILLE 

         DOWNTOWN, INC. 

                      Mary Risley, Director 

1126 West Main Street 

                         Collinsville, OK 74021 

                        PHONE: 918-371-5530 

    Email: downtownincorporated@gmail.com 

Name: _________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________ 

City/State/Zip:__________________________ 

Phone: _______________ Cell: _____________ 

Email:__________________________________ 

Visit us on the web at:  

              Www.collinsvilledowntowninc.com 

 

 

Circle one:  

Individual/Family Member   $ 100.00 

Business Member             $  250.00 

Silver Partner            $  500.00 

Gold Partner            $1,000.00 

Premier Partner             $2,500.00 

SEE YOU ON MAIN STREET!! 
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     FRIENDS OF MAIN STREET  
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                                   Visit us on the web: www.collinsvilledowntowninc.com 

SEE YOU ON MAIN STREET!! 



 

February 13     Main Street Cash Mob 

February 14      Valentine’s Day 

February 17      President’s Day 

March 3            Eastern Orthodox Lent begins   

March 5            Ash Wednesday 

March 9            Daylight Savings time begins 

March 25          Main Street Day at the 

                           Capitol 

THE HISTORY OF VALENTINE’S DAY 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  1  

    DATES TO REMEMBER 

Circle one:  

Individual/Family Member   $ 100.00 

Business Member             $  250.00 

Silver Partner            $  500.00 

Gold Partner            $1,000.00 

Premier Partner             $2,500.00 

 

 

Have you ever wondered how we came to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day?  

Valentine’s Day, also known as Saint Valen-
tine’s Day or the Feast of Saint Valentine, is 
observed on February 14 of each year. It is 
observed in many countries around the 
world although it remains a working day in 
most of them. 

History shows that Valentine’s Day began as 
a celebration of one or more early Christian 
saints named Valentine. Several stories 
have been invented, and passed down 
through the centuries, pertaining to the 
various Saints named Valentine that be-
longed to February 14.  

In a story that was written in the 5th or 6th 
Century about the martyrdom of Saint Val-
entine of Rome, Saint Valentine was perse-
cuted as a Christian. He was interrogated by 
Roman Emperor Claudius II, who tried to 
convert Valentine to Roman Paganism in 
order to save his life. Valentine refused and 
tried instead to convert the Emperor to 
Christianity. Because of this Valentine was 
to be executed, but before the execution, 
he reportedly performed a miracle by heal-
ing the blind daughter, Julia, of his jailer. As 
a result of the miracle, the jailer, his daugh-
ter, and the jailer’s 44 member household 
became Christians. An embellishment was 
added to this legend centuries later. It was 
said that the night before Saint Valentine’s 
execution, he wrote a note to Julia, who 
was no longer blind, and signed it “Your 
Valentine.” Thus, the expression “From 
Your Valentine” was later adopted by mod-
ern Valentine letters. 

The legend goes on to report that Saint 
Valentine was buried in the Church of Prax-
edes, where Julia herself planted a pink-
blossomed almond tree near his grave.  The 
almond tree remains today as the symbol of 
abiding love and friendship.  

So, where did our Valentine hearts origi-
nate? 

During the reign of The Roman Emperor 
Claudius II, he supposedly gave an order 
banning the marriage of his soldiers, de-
creeing that unmarried soldiers made 
better soldiers than those who were mar-
ried.  Saint Valentine is reported to have 
performed many clandestine Christian wed-
dings. Another reason the Emperor wanted 
him executed. Another legend reports that 

supposed marriage ban was never issued. The 
legend goes on to report that Saint Valentine 
cut hearts from parchment paper and gave 
them to the soldiers to remind them of their 
wedding vows. He also gave the hearts to per-
secuted Christians. This is possibly the begin-
ning of the widespread use of hearts on Valen-
tine’s Day. 

It was also reported that Saint Valentine wore a 
purple amethyst ring, customarily worn by 
Christian saints, with the image of cupid carved 
in it, a recognizable symbol of love that was 
legal under the Roman empire. Roman soldiers 
would recognize the ring and ask Saint Valen-
tine to perform marriage for them. Probably 
because of the association with Saint Valentine, 
amethyst has become the birthstone of Febru-
ary.  

This legend has been reported by American 
Greetings as well as The History Channel.  

The custom of sending cards, flowers, choco-
lates and other gifts originated in the United 
Kingdom. 

In 1797, a British publisher issued The Young 
Man’s Valentine Writer, which contained scores 
of suggested sentimental verses for the young 
lover who was unable to compose his own 
verse. Printers had already begun printing a 
limited number of cards with verses and sketch-
es called “mechanical valentines.”  

The next century ushered in a reduction in 
postal rates which made it easier but a less 
personal practice of exchanging valentines 
anonymously. It also was the reason for the 
sudden appearance of the racier verse in an era 
that was otherwise prudishly Victorian. 

In 19th century England, paper valentines 
became so popular that they were assem-
bled in factories. The fancy valentines were 
made of real lace and real ribbons. Paper 
lace wasn’t introduced until the mid-19th 
century. 

In the U.S., the first paper Valentines were 
produced and sold shortly after 1847 by 
Esther Howland. She was intrigued by an 
English Valentine she had received from a 
business associate of her father. Intrigued 
with the idea of making and selling similar 
Valentines in the U.S., she began importing 
paper lace and floral decorations from Eng-
land. Since 2001, the Greeting Card Associa-
tion annually awards the Esther Howland 
Award for a Greeting Card Visionary. 

Since the 19th century, the hand written 
Valentine notes have given way to mass-
produced greeting cards.  

In the second half of the 20th century, the 
practice of exchanging gifts extended to all 
manner of gifts which was typically roses 
and chocolates in a red heart shaped box. In 
the 1980s, the diamond industry began to 
promote Valentine’s Day as a day to give 
jewelry.  

The U.S. Greeting Card Association esti-
mates that over 190 million valentines are 
exchanged each year in the U.S. Over half of 
those are given to family members other 
than husband or wife, usually to children. 
When you include the valentine-exchange 
cards made at school, then the number 
easily goes up to 1 billion, and teachers 
become the people receiving the most val-
entines.  

The rise of the use of the internet at the 
turn of the millennium , is creating a new 
tradition. Literally millions of people use the 
internet each year as a digital means of 
creating and sending Valentine’s Day 
greeting messages such as e-cards, love 
coupons or printable greeting cards. An 
estimated 15 million e-valentines were sent 
in 2010. Due to its commercialization, Val-
entine’s Day is considered to be a Hallmark 
holiday. 

So, there you go… Everything you always 
wanted to know about Valentine’s Day. 

     HAPPY VALENTINE’S SHOPPING! 
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Allred Hardware 

American Bank of Oklahoma 

Ann Stribling, CPA 

Bank of the Lakes 

Castlerock Financial Advisors 

City of Collinsville 

Collinsville  Chamber of Commerce 

Collinsville Dolton Funeral Home 

Collinsville Family Pharmacy 

Green Country Auto Sales 

Home Town Real Estate 

Hometown Insurance 

Must Be Trendy 

Roderick & Associates 

Schultheiss Insurance  Agency 

Three Sisters Kitchen to Go 


