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COLLINSVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY ADDRESSING STUDENT/PARENT OPTING OUT OF THE 

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL TESTING PROGRAM

The district participates in the Oklahoma School Testing Program (OSTP). The administration will provide annual information to students, parents/guardians and patrons regarding the district’s compliance with OSTP. 

The district administers state mandated criterion referenced tests pursuant to OSTP for all 3rd – 8th graders and end of instruction exams in selected high school courses.  The district also administers “try out” items which may be embedded in the criterion referenced tests or may be separate/stand alone tests, as required by the Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE).  

The district is required to test a minimum of 95% of enrolled students or face sanctions from OSDE.  The OSDE does not recognize the legal right of any parent/guardian or student to opt out of the district’s standardized testing program.  As a result the OSDE requires that all students be provided with appropriate tests pursuant to the district’s testing program.  Any documentation of opting out or refusal to test will be kept by the district.  

▪
Any parent/guardian who does not want his/her student to participate in the district’s testing program must submit an opt out form to the school administration, prior to the start of the testing window, and all such parents/guardians will be provided with a copy of this policy to ensure they understand the possible consequences to students and the district regarding their request.  If a timely opt out form is on file with the district, the student will be placed in an alternate school area during the testing session. 

▪
In those situations where a parent/guardian fails or refuses to provide the opt out form and the student refuses to participate in the testing program at the time he/she is presented with a test, no force or coercion shall be used against the student to obtain compliance with the testing program.  The student will be removed from the testing area to ensure that other students are not disrupted during the testing session.  The district will document that the student refused to participate in the testing program and parents/guardians will be notified in writing that the student refused to test.

Third Grade Reading Exams

Oklahoma law requires that 3rd graders who are enrolled in the district score above the unsatisfactory level on the reading portion of the OCCT exam in order to be promoted to 4th grade, unless the student meets 1 of the good cause exemptions allowed by law.  Any 3rd grade student who is enrolled in the district but does not participate in and score appropriately on the required exam will be retained in 3rd grade unless he/she is a:

 1.
Limited English-proficient student who has had less than two (2) years of instruction in an English language learner program;

2.
Student with disabilities on an individualized education plan (IEP) which indicates that the student is to be assessed with alternate achievement standards through the Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP);

3.
Student who demonstrates an acceptable level of performance on an alternative standardized reading assessment approved by the State Board of Education;

4.
Student who demonstrates, through a student portfolio, that the student is reading on grade level as evidenced by demonstration of mastery of the state standards beyond the retention level;

5.
Student with disabilities who participates in the statewide criterion-referenced tests and is on an IEP that reflects that the student has received intensive remediation in reading for more than two (2) years but still demonstrates a deficiency in reading and was previously retained in kindergarten (including assignment to a transitional program), first, second, or third grade; or

6.
Student who has received intensive remediation in reading through a program of reading instruction for two (2) or more years but still demonstrates a deficiency in reading and who was previously retained in kindergarten (including assignment to a transitional program), first, second, or third grade for a total of two (2) years.  

Eighth Grade Reading Exams
Oklahoma law requires that any individual under eighteen years of age demonstrate satisfactory reading ability at the 8th grade level in order to obtain an Oklahoma drivers’ license.  Minors may demonstrate this mastery by scoring satisfactory or above on the reading portion of a state criterion referenced test (offered to district students in 8th grade).  Students who do not participate in this test but wishing to obtain a driver’s license prior to their eighteenth birthday must establish their reading proficiency in an alternative manner.

High School End of Instruction Exams
Oklahoma law requires that students demonstrate mastery of the state academic content standards in selected subjects in order to graduate from high school with a standard diploma.  Students must demonstrate mastery in Algebra I and English II, plus 2 the following: Algebra II, Biology I, English III, Geometry, and/or US History.  Students may satisfy this requirement by attaining a proficient or higher score on a state criterion referenced test (offered to district students at the conclusion of the corresponding course).  Students may not satisfy these graduation requirements through other means unless:

1.
The student previously attempted the test but did not obtain the required score (applies to Algebra I, English II and Biology I only); or

2.
The student scored 10% above the cut scores approved by OSDE for the ACT, SAT, ACT Plan or PSAT/NMSQT alternative tests, or scored equal to or above the cut scores approved by OSDE for AP course exams, ACT Workkeys job skills assessment, CLEP or IB alternate tests (applies to Algebra II, English III, Geometry and US History only).
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