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Citizens of Ponca City and Miami, okla., could never have dreamed the impact their communities would 
have on the lives of thousands of Royal Air Force pilots who found themselves training over oklahoma 
prairies during World War II. Neither could they have realized the role the brits would come to play in their 
lives as well. Two schools, part of six which were established in the United States, were built by civilian 
companies, and under the direction of capable Royal Air Force officers, were taught by American civilian 
flying instructors.

Denson explores the history of both schools and their people as she reveals a colorful cast of characters, many 
forgotten, whose stories remain an important part of a world that has slipped past us. The chronicle provides 
a historic glimpse into the lives of people, both English and American. The book details the warmth and 
exceeding hospitality of oklahoma families as they “adopted” the homesick cadets and provided them with the 
warmth of friendship, delicious food, transportation and shelter. It also provides insight into the love stories 
that developed for some of the british men who were so far from home. 

The author, a native of Ponca City, established a nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation 
of the history of north central oklahoma. Under her guidance, a two-volume, national award-winning 
history, “Rooted in the Past: Growing for the Future,” was published by North Central oklahoma Historical 
Association in 1995. 


